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THE OHIO S T A T E E N G I N E E R
HONORS FOR ENGINEERS
On our campus there are a number of honorary
fraternities to which engineering students are
eligible. To belong to one of these societies is
regarded as an honor and is among the things
that most of us are striving for. The standards
of these societies are high and only a limited
number may belong. The purpose of an honorary
is, first, to bestow recognition on a man for meri-
torious work and marked capabilities; second, to
provide an incentive to incoming men for doing
meritorious work and developing marked capa-
bilities ; third, to bring the members of the society
into a closer bond of friendship.
These fraternities are self-supporting organiza-
tions, existing through the means of initiation
and membership fees. The initiation fees range
from fifteen to thirty dollars and include the cost
of the key or pin of the society. Most of the
societies have quarterly dues varying from fifty
cents to five dollars. Not many students will
allow these fees, which are small in comparison
with the fees of other organizations on the cam-
pus, to keep them from joining if they are invited
to do so.
We are presenting in the following paragraphs
a list of the honorary fraternities open to engi-
neers with a short description of each.
TAU BETA PI
Tau Beta Pi is an honorary engineering society
with 50 chapters and a total membership of over
14,000. Its purpose is "to confer distinction on
those students who have maintained a
high grade of scholarship and to foster
a spirit of liberal culture" in the engi-
neering students of the institutions in
which its chapters are located.
At the beginning of the junior year
the three juniors of highest standing
are eligible to election; at the end of thejunior year those who are in the upper
eighth of the class are eligible; at the beginning
of the senior year the highest one-fourth of the
class are eligible. Election to membership is lim-
ited by scholastic ability, but personality and apti-
tude for success are also determining factors.
The society is one of the most active on the
campus in addition to being an "honorary." Each
year the society presents the freshman of the
preceding year who had the highest scholastic
standing with a slide rule.
The chapter has a membership varying between
thirty and forty. The president is Carl Schwartz-
walder.
TEXNIKOI
Texnikoi is the senior honorary engineering
fraternity at Ohio State. Members are chosen
largely for their participation in extra-curricular
activities which is a measure of under-
graduate service to their school. Where
election to most societies is based on
what the members think you will do in
the future, election to Texnikoi is based
on accomplishments already achieved.
Texnikoi has been called the "Sphinx of
the Engineering College."
The new members are chosen in the
spring at the end of their junior year from the
entire junior class in engineering. Twelve to fif-
teen men are picked each year for this coveted
honor. Texnikoi is a purely honorary organiza-
tion, its members being elected largely as a matter
of recognition, and for that reason the society in
the past has taken no very active part in campus
affairs. The president of Texnikoi is Irvin T.
Fenneman.
SIGMA XI
Sigma Xi is one of the oldest scientific frater-
nities active throughout the United States at the
present time. It has forty-five chapters and a
total membership of over 20,000.
The society is not secret. Its object is to en-
courage original investigation, pure and applied.
Sigma Xi was established with the intention that
it would have the same significance of scholarly
merit in scientific and technical schools as Phi
Beta Kappa has among classical schools.
Those eligible to election as full members in a
chapter are any professor, instructor, or other
member of the staff of the institution who has
shown noteworthy achievement as an original in-
vestigator in some branch of pure or applied
science, or any graduated student who, as judged
by his actual work of investigation, has exhibited
an aptitude for scientific research. Students
eligible to associate membership are those who
have completed two and one-half years of under-
graduate work and who have shown a marked
excellence in two or more departments of pure
or applied science.
The president of the Ohio State chapter of
Sigma Xi is Professor Edgar N. Transeau.
TAU SIGMA DELTA
Tau Sigma Delta is an honorary fraternity in
architecture and allied arts. The Ohio State
chapter was founded in 1922.
The purpose of the society as stated
in the constitution is "to unite in a firm
bond of friendship such students of
architecture and the allied arts whose
marked scholastic ability, moral char-
acter, and pleasing personality has
shown them worthy of distinction, and
to foster and promote high standards of
study in the schools and colleges of
architecture and the allied arts." The society is
a purely honorary organization and only a limited
number of members are elected each year.
The president is C. Ralph Fletcher.
PI DELTA EPSILON
Pi Delta Epsilon is a national journalistic
society composed of forty-one chapters. The pur-
pose of the society is to "stimulate an interest in
college journalism and elevate the standard of the
same."
Eligibility for election to active membership is
confined to undergraduates who have served at
least two years on a campus publication. The
editors and business managers of publications are
automatically considered for membership. Eligi-
bility of engineers to this society is usually a
result of service on the staff of The Ohio State
Engineer. The president is Luther Lalendorf.
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PI MU EPSILON
Pi Mu Epsilon is a mathematics fraternity of
eleven chapters. The first and primary aim is
the scholarship of the individual members in all
subjects and particularly mathematics;
second, the orderly advancement of the
science of mathematics; and third, the
mutual and personal advancement of its
members.
The standard for membership is an
average of B or higher in mathematics.
Mechanics and physics are considered
equally with mathematics as correlated
work.
The society is essentially honorary and conse-
quently seldom holds meetings.
Elwood D. Shipley is president of the local
Q ViQ Tit PI*
PHI LAMBDA UPSILON
Phi Lambda Upsilon is a national honorary
chemical society of twenty-four chapters. The
Eta chapter of the society was established at Ohio
State in 1911.
It chooses its members on a basis of
high scholarship in chemistry. Its
active members are elected from the
graduate students, the seniors, and thejuniors. The honor man of the sopho-
more class in the chemical curricula is
elected at the end of that year. The
election is based on a sliding scale of
requirements which is set at each elec-
tion. In all cases an average of B or over is
required. No fixed number of men are taken in
at an election. Other things being equal pref-
erence is given to the man having the best per-
sonality.
The society brings chemistry lectures and
speakers of note to the campus and attempts to
increase interest in the chemical course.
KERAMOS
Keramos is one of the new honoraries on the
campus. The Beta chapter of the fraternity was
founded at Ohio State in March, 1925.
It is an organization for furthering
the interest of the ceramic industry. By
its work as a whole it can give more
cooperation between the students and
the department. Juniors and seniors
with an average of C or better, having
a good personality and showing the right attitude
to their work, are eligible for election.
The president of Keramos is Milton Wald-
schmidt.
PI TAU PI SIGMA
Pi Tau Pi Sigma is an honorary Signal Corps
society, composed at present of four chapters. It
is a comparatively new organization.
The purpose of the society is to
stimulate interest within the corps,
to encourage good fellowship of its
members, and to serve as an organ-
ized group in interesting desirable
men in the basic course to take the
advanced course.
Members are chosen to the society
upon a basis of military excellence,
character, personality, and leadership. Men in
the advanced course are eligible whether they hold
a commission or not.
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The president is Robert A. Nolan.
ETA KAPPA NU
Eta Kappa Nu is a national honorary electrical
engineering fraternity founded in 1904. The
chapter at Ohio State was the third to be founded
among a total of twenty.
The purpose of the fraternity is
stated in the preamble to its constitu-
tion. "That those men in the profes-
sion of electrical engineering who by
their attainments in college or prac-
tice have manifested an interest or
marked ability in their chosen life
work, may be brought into closer
union whereby mutual benefit may be derived."
A certain percentage of juniors and seniors of
high scholastic standing are eligible. In deter-
mining the scholastic standing a weight of three
is given to engineering subjects, two to semi-engi-
neering subjects, and one to non-engineering sub-jects. In addition to the necessary scholastic
requirements members are chosen for their per-
sonality, character, and ability to work in an
organization.
The local chapter holds several social meetings
each quarter and is active in affairs of the depart-
ment of electrical engineering. Membership
varies from twenty-five to thirty. The president
of Eta Kappa Nu is Robert C. Moser.
SCABBARD AND BLADE
Scabbard and Blade is a national military so-
ciety with its organization modeled upon that of
the United States Army, the various chapters be-
ing designated as companies. It has
at present 67 companies and a total
membership of over 7,000.
The purpose of Scabbard and Blade
is to raise the standard of military
training in American universities and colleges, to
unite in closer relationship their military depart-
ments, to encourage and foster the development
of the essential qualities of good and efficient of-
ficers, and to promote intimacy and good fellow-
ship among thec adet officers. In addition the
society attempts to hold before the college man
his responsibility as the natural leader in times
of a national crisis and to promote preparedness
for proper defense of the United States by dis-
seminating accurate information among its mem-
bers and others concerning the military needs of
the nation.
The qualifications of membership are not based
upon military scholarship alone, but also on those
qualities of leadership, initiative, and character
which cannot be expressed with a decimal point.
Only men in the advanced course who hold a cadet
commission of second lieutenant or higher are
eligible for election to membership.
The local chapter is an active organization. In
addition to its functions as a military organiza-
tion it holds several social gatherings during the
year, including an annual spring formal dance.
The captain of Scabbard and Blade is Irvin T.
Fenneman.
The Loons Glider Club has again returned to
the air after a short delay caused by an accident
to the glider several weeks ago from a bad land-
ing. Gliding is held every week-end at the Sulli-
vant Avenue airuort
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